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A BUYER’S GUIDE TO GOING SOLAR
Are you considering buying a solar electric system for your home but don’t
know where to start? Then we suggest you read on.
Solar energy is a reliable, pollution-free, and cost-effective way to generate
your own power. Better yet, going solar doesn’t need to be particularly difficult
or time-consuming. The trick is to do your homework and shop around to see
if residential solar will benefit you and your family.
With that in mind, we’d like to pass along the 10 easy steps to going solar,
from the initial research stage to the excitement of the savings from your first
electric bill with solar.
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DO YOUR RESEARCH

The first step is to educate yourself around residential
solar energy. We suggest you do this on your own and
without reading sales material from solar providers.
For example, check out this great resource from the US
Department of Energy, entitled “A Consumer’s Guide:
Get Your Power from the Sun.” It provides a thorough
overview of solar technology, the ins-and-outs of
installing a residential system, and other helpful tips.
The goal here is simple. Before you start to crunch the
numbers or make that first call to a solar provider,
understand how solar technology helps create
electricity. Get an idea of what installation will mean
for your home. And make a list of questions and find
the answers.
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2
DECIDE IF SOLAR IS RIGHT FOR YOU

Now that you have a basic understanding of how solar
works, it’s time to get to the nitty-gritty: determining if
residential solar is an appropriate option for you and
your family. Here’s a handy checklist to help make this
process a little easier:

SUNLIGHT EXPOSURE.
The more sun facing your roof, the better. However,
experienced solar technicians can install effective
systems even if sunlight exposure isn’t optimal.
YOUR ROOF.
Is your roof structurally unsound? If so, it may need to
be replaced prior to panel installation. What is your
roof made of? Panels can be installed on virtually
any roof type and its composition will dictate how an
experienced technician will approach installation. The
answers to these questions will affect your upfront
installation costs and the amount of power you
ultimately generate. Which bring us to our next point...

WILL SOLAR SAVE ME MONEY?
Probably the most important question. If high
electricity bills consistently frustrate you, a free solar
consultation is in order. Figures vary based on specific
location, but a common threshold is $100 a month: if
your electricity bill is equal to or exceeds this amount,
you can likely save money from residential solar. We’ll
look more into savings a bit later on in Step 9.
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DECIDE IF SOLAR IS RIGHT FOR YOU (cont.)

30%
EXPECTED SOLAR POWER GENERATION.
Solar power will most likely not provide you with all of
your electricity needs. Your system’s output will depend
on these aforementioned factors — sunlight and roof
type — as well as the types of panels that are installed.
For example, a relatively small roof may not yield as
much power as you anticipated. All of these factors
should be included into your cost calculations.
INCENTIVES AND REBATES.
The Federal government offers a generous 30%
tax credit for solar installation. Your local and state
governments may also provide rebates as well.
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2
DECIDE IF SOLAR IS RIGHT FOR YOU (cont.)

HOME RESALE VALUE.
Solar panel installations can help you sell your home
faster. Additionally, it should increase the value of
your residence by approximately $5,500 per kilowatt
installed when using SunPower® panels. According to
the National Renewable Energy Laboratory, for every
$1 in annual electricity savings that solar delivers, the
property value of your home goes up another $20.
ENVIRONMENTAL BENEFITS.
While a “soft” benefit, it goes without saying that solar
energy allows you to produce electricity without noise
or air pollution from a clean, renewable resource.
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3
RESEARCH SOLAR INSTALLERS

Now it’s time to shop around. The three most important
things to look for in a company are experience,
licensing, and customer testimonials/reviews.
It’s important to have an experienced company do the
work, but it’s equally important to use a company with
the right type of experience for your particular needs.
For example, an installer with extensive experience
installing panels for large commercial clients may not
be the best fit for someone looking for a relatively
small residential system. Ask installers to show you
satisfied customers whose solar installments resemble
your specific needs.

Experience

Licensing

It’s also important to remember that price should not
be your deciding factor. Just because an installer
quotes you the cheapest price, doesn’t mean you
should go with them. In fact, in most cases, you
probably shouldn’t. Quality of installation and panels
are paramount to the ultimate success of your solar
project. While there are cheaper panels out there, at
Green Street Solar Power we only install SunPower®
panels because of their high efficiency and reliability.

Customer
Testimonials
& Reviews
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RESEARCH SOLAR INSTALLERS (cont.)

Green Street Solar Power specializes in residential
solar power installation, and while we could tell you
what a great job we do, we’d rather let our customers
tell you. If you’d like to see actual testimonials from
satisfied customers, click here.
When it comes to considering solar installers, “local”
can also be better. That’s because you’ll eventually
have to work with your local utility company and
other permitting agencies for permission to “go live”
via what’s known as an interconnection agreement
(see Step 8). Installers with deep roots in an area can
likely facilitate this process more effectively than one
based 200 miles away and without reps in your area.
Ask installers about how they can help streamline the
permitting and interconnection process.

LOCAL

There are also a variety of objective resources out
there to help you in this process. For example, you can
contact the Solar Energy Industries Associate (SEIA) or
check out dsireusa.org to learn about state incentives
for renewable energy.
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Consultation and Site Visit

It’s time for a free consultation and site visit. After an
initial qualifying phone call to get a better idea of your
home, your solar company will schedule a site visit.
Prior to your solar company’s visit you should receive
information regarding a quote estimate and other
things like the permits your install will require. Each
quote estimate is customized by a variety of factors
like your location, both the cost and amount of electric
your home consumes, roof positioning and structure,
and the amount of your electricity bill. The day of
your site visit we will focus on these documents, the
different options for your install placement, and the
process you will be embarking on as a whole.
Green Street Solar Power provides you with a
free quote so you can get an idea of what your
solar installation will cost. We are here to help you
with these initial steps so you have the best
understanding of what your customized solar
system will be.

FREE
QUOTE
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Signing Your Contract

It is important to read your contract carefully and make
sure it includes everything you and your solar company
have agreed upon. There are a few key things to keep
in mind when reading through your solar contract.
The first being make sure you know you want solar for
sure. If you are still confused or have any questions
regarding solar for your home, make sure you ask your
representative prior to signing the contract . Next,
make sure you know how much you’ll be paying. Your
contract should clearly state what you will be paying
and your solar company should not only give you
an idea of your monthly bill but also how much your
system will produce.
Lastly, it’s important to remember that if it’s not in the
contract then it won’t be a part of your deal. Make sure
when you read through you are double-checking to see
that you are getting everything you agreed upon. All
of this may seem intuitive but it will pay in the end to
do your due diligence and read over that contract one
more time.
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PREPARATION

There are several steps required to prepare your home
for your solar system installation. Technicians will check
structural integrity of your roof. If you need to modify or
reinstall your roof to accommodate solar panels, you’ll
be happy to know that panels can be easily integrated
into the new roof and can reduce the cost of installation.
If your roof isn’t a viable option, technicians can install
solar panels on the ground or on mounting structures.
Technicians may also need to cut down trees to
maximize sunlight exposure.
You’ll also need to obtain permits from your city or
county building department for installing the panels. If
you live in a homeowners association, they will need to
approve the installation.
Your solar provider should have addressed these
concerns as far back as the consultation phase,
incorporating any permit fees into the overall price and
obtaining the permits once the contract is signed.
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7
INSTALLATION

Installation generally requires 2-3 days of labor, although this may vary depending on the size and scope of
installation and if technicians need to cut branches to maximize the amount of sunlight that can reach the panel.
Rarely will the installation period exceed 5 days.
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APPROVAL TO TURN ON

Once your solar system is installed, it must be
connected to your utility grid via an interconnection
agreement in order to generate electricity.
This process will vary based on your location but
generally speaking, three things will occur. First, you’ll
complete a form application with your electricity
provider. Next, a building or electrical inspector
will review your system and, if necessary, suggest
necessary corrections or modifications. Lastly, upon
final inspection and approval —congratulations —
your utility will officially notify you when you can turn
on your solar system.
Once again, an experienced solar provider should
help make this process as streamlined and simple as
possible for you.

Application
Inspection
Approval
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START SAVING

$

$

As previously noted, you will save money by lowering your
electricity bill.
It is important to note that savings vary depending on
system size, exposure to sunlight, amount of electricity
required, and whether you own or lease the equipment.
If you decide to purchase your system you can expect to
save much more than through a lease agreement.
Also talk to your provider about net metering. With net
metering, any excess solar power goes to the utility
grid, enabling you to use that power at a later time and
helping you fully maximize the value of your solar system.
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WHAT COMES NEXT?

Once the system is installed, you’ll want to keep an
eye on a few basic maintenance issues. Make sure
that the panels remain exposed to sunlight and that
no branches or trees have gotten in the way. If you
ever have issues with your system or your monitoring
system, check with your provider to track the ongoing
performance of your system.
Residential solar systems typically last for 40+ years
and the panels carry a 25 year warranty. During this
time, your system will degrade; meaning it will begin to
produce a slightly decreased amount of solar energy.
This drop will be minimal and will not have a material
effect on the production of the system. Furthermore,
the inverter will likely be the only piece of equipment
in the residential system that will need to be replaced
(within the lease program, this is the responsibility
of the Financier). At Green Street Solar Power,
installation comes with warranties that are backed by
our industry-leading partners, and our company has
the backing of a multi-billion dollar, publically traded
company. To add to this, SunPower® is 66% owned by
Total, S.A., the 25th largest company in the world, with
a net worth of over $150B.
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SOLAR POWER

In a nutshell, these are the basic steps for going solar.
Hopefully this list has made the process a bit more
understandable and a bit less intimidating. The key
takeaways here are simple: educate yourself, understand
what solar will mean for your family, and carefully select
a provider with extensive experience with clients that
resemble your unique situation.
We encourage you to visit our website for more information
or call us at 917-254-4344 for a free consultation.
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