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Paying electric bills suck!
There is a huge power plant in the sky that many 
homeowners have yet to take advantage of.  Solar panels are 
rapidly appearing on residential rooftops in Maryland.  The 
issue is many homeowners have little experience with the 
ins and outs of solar energy.  American Sentry Solar would 
like to help educate homeowners to make sure they’re not 
falling into high-priced traps.

Here’s the top 6 things to consider...
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Don’t let someone else steal from your cookie jar!

When you install a solar system on your home, 
you’re eligible for a 30% Federal Income Tax Credit 
and a State Solar Energy Grant.  The Maryland State 
grant is a $1,000 flat grant for Photovoltaic system 
and a flat rate in the amount of $500 for a Solar 
Hot Water System.  By choosing to lease your solar 
system you forfeit the option to receive tax breaks 
and give them to the leasing company.  When 
planning to install a solar system keep in mind that 
buying your solar system outright is always the 
best option.

Don’t Give Up Your 
Tax Credits or Incentives
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Replace Old Roofing 
Before Solar Installation
If its broke, you should fix it. 

If you have an older roof it would be wise to consider replacing 
it before the installation takes place.  If you decide to install the 
panels before replacing your roof you’ll run into extra charges 
for having to temporarily remove your solar panels and then 
reinstall them on the new roof.   If your roof is not quite old, 
but not that new either it could still be beneficial to replace 
the parts of the roof that the solar panels will be placed on top 
of.  When choosing a solar installer ask about their process of 
evaluating roofing.  For example, our American Sentry Solar 
experts were paired with our American Design and Build roofing 
experts to provide the most accurate solar roofing analysis.

2

http://www.americansentrysolar.com/


Power Companies May 
Try to Limit Your Savings
Don’t get locked out of BIG savings!

The success of solar has not gone unnoticed by 
power companies as they try to charge unique fees 
on homes that have gone solar.  These unique fees 
try to limit homeowners’ savings from installing 
solar panels on their homes.  Power companies 
believe homeowners that have decided to use solar 
to power their home are not paying their share for 
the maintenance of the nations electricity structure.  
To avoid these fees avoid installing a system that 
generates more energy than your home normally 
would.  Reasons for installing a system that would 
generate more power than a home normally would 
is to reach a profit by selling power to the grid.  By 
doing this you’re potentially putting a bulls-eye on 
your home for fees from the power companies.
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Put in the work!

This may seem obvious but it’s important to beware unlicensed 
contractors working on your home.  With many solar 
companies popping up it’s best to use solar companies that 
have at least 5 years of solar experience to decrease the risk 
of something going awry.  Also, to qualify or the state grant as 
a contractor you MUST be NABCEP (North American Board of 
Energy Practioners) certified as a PV Installation Professional.  
NABCEP promotes consumer confidence and quality 
assurance by guaranteeing that certified practitioners have 
met minimum levels of education and experience, passed a 
rigorous competency exam, and abide by a strict code of ethics.  
American Sentry Solar is licensed, bonded and insured under 
American Design and Build, Ltd.

Thoroughly Research the 
Solar Installer 4
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Make sure you have control.

When making a Solar decision it’s important to 
understand the different types of ways to go solar. 
Owning your solar panels is always the best option.  
This means you will own the entire solar system and 
reap all tax incentives and benefits so you can control 
how much you want to reduce your bill.  A solar lease 
is a contract you pay per month to have solar panels 
installed, maintained by a company and then leases 
the system back to you.  A typical lease is usually 20-25 
years.   Basically, you’re paying someone to rent your 
roof and you will never ELIMINATE your utility bill by 
leasing your solar panels.  Also, by leasing you’re giving 
up your incentives and handing them over to the leasing 
company.

5Owning is Your Best Option
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6PPA and Leasing Secrets
Shhh. Here’s what they aren’t telling you.

- Incentives go to the leasing company and NOT you

  - If you decide to move, the new buyer must agree to take over
   the payments and terms of your lease     

   -Once you’ve come to the end of your lease, you do not own the
   system 

     -The solar leasing companies typically purchase low cost,
     standard quality components for use in their systems.

       -You will never ELIMINATE your utility bill no matter how
        much power your system produces

         -On average the annual lease payment increase is 3.9% each
         year for 20 years

           -You will not be allowed to upgrade or modify the solar
           system for the entire term of the lease contract.

             -The leasing or PPA company will sell you on maintenance 
             of your leased system, when solar systems are highly
              durable and require little or no maintenance.

              -The PPA company estimates the production of the
              system installed at your property, but you are required to
           pay for the actual kilowatt hours (kWh) the system produces.

For more information about solar please visit
americansentrysolar.com or call 410-557-0555
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